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Littoriali dello Sport and the Littoriali della Cultura e, delTArte
attracted the participation, often spontaneous, of thousands of
students from all the universities. The competitions took place
every year at various times; if, as often happened, they took
place in term time, the students taking part in them were
excused attendance at lessons and laboratories. Usually the time
chosen for them was in December and January for winter sports,
April and May for other sports and games, and for art and culture.
The Littoriali were meant both to display and propagate the
virtues and values of the youthful Fascist civilization and to
encourage the greatest possible number of students to create
works of art and culture and to develop their strength and gifts,
in harmony with the spirit of the f new era'. In the words of
Achille Starace, former Secretary of the Fascist Party, 'the
Littoriali testified to the existence of the integral education
pursued by Fascism, the result of which would be the "new
Italian man", vigorous and aware of his strength, citizen and
soldier'. Before entering the competitions everyone had to take
the following oath: * I will fight in order to overcome all trials,
beat all records in the sports field through my vigour, and in the
competitions of science through my knowledge. I will fight to
win in the name of Italy. I will fight according to the Duce's
orders.' No student who was not a Fascist could, of course, take
part in these competitions,
The Littoriali also included public debates on scientific and
political problems, the subjects being decided in advance, so
that as many students as possible might prepare for the competi-
tion. They ought to have formed the most interesting part in
the show, and to have canalized in some way the natural instinct
towards discussion which, for want of control and order, might
have led astray even the best among the young ones. Both for
these debates and for all the other Littoriali, the local groups of
the G.U.F. organized some months in advance of the real
competitions the Pre-Littoriali, from which the best of each
university were chosen to represent it at the Littoriali. All the
activities they entailed tended to monopolize the time and energy
which the student could devote to the non-academic life. This
happened specially, for instance, with regard to cinema and
theatrical productions and some sports.
An idea of the Littoriali della Cultura e deWArte may be
obtained from the subjects proposed for the competitions in
1936 at Venice. Essays and discussions had regard to the follow-
ing subjects:
Foreign and Colonial Policy: The importance of the Mediter-
for Italy and the life of Europe.